THE  SUN  AND  THE  SERPENT

a term of reproach in Iran. Hence the hostile
serpent tribes became Asuras.

These people were enemies,, both of the Ahuras
and of the Devas, from a very early period ; even
before the separation of these two branches of
the Aryan family.

We learn, from the Vendidad, that the appear-
ance of a mighty serpent, created by Angra
Mainyu, was one cause of the migration from
Airyana Vaejo.1 Whether this mighty serpent
was the Azi-dahaka, who overthrew and killed
Yima,2 is uncertain. Both, however, doubtless
belonged to the same race, as did probably " the
horse-devouring, man-devouring, serpent Sruara,"
which at a later period was killed by the Iranian
hero Keresaspa.3

The title Azi-dahaka (the devouring serpent)
which was given to the destroyer of Yima, was
held afterwards by a long succession of rulers.
This dynasty is said to have lasted for a thousand
years/ and to have ended with Bevarasp. This
king, who is described as having been overthrown
by Feridun, and as having been condemned to
be bound to the mountain of Demavand,5 has
been identified with Astyages, who, according
to Herodotus, was overthrown by Cyrus.6

1 Vendidad, Fargard i. a Bundahis, xxxi. 5. Zamyad Yast, 46.

3 Zamyad Yast, 40.       * Bundahis, xxxiv. 5.

5 Ib. xxix. 9.                e Herodotus, Clio, cxxviii.
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